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			Let’s cut to the chase. If you email jason at wishnow dot com
 – I promise I’ll write you back.
			

			I make movies – and things that didn’t exist before (like TED Talks).
			


			

    

  

  



 



  
    
      
      
        TED Talks

		2006-2012

      

      
    
      
      


    




      

      
    
     

			
			TED Talks. All of them. I was the series co-creator and founding Director of Film + Video for TED... Here’s one!...
			

			TapClick for more
			

			
			
			When TED Talks premiered, in the summer of 2006, my role was to lay the foundation for what would become a Peabody Award winning collection of ideas and inspiration from TED’s roster of authors, architects, rockstars, astronauts, knights, and Nobel laureates.
			

			TED had been around since 1984, as an exclusive, live event. TED toyed with bringing its talks to tv in the early 2000s – so everyone called it career suicide (for TED and for me) when I came on board and suggested putting them online, instead. I built and ran TED’s video department, overseeing everything we did with video for nearly seven years, and, by the time I stepped down, more than 1000 episodes were watched and shared almost a billion times... online, on planes, on tv, too... even in outer space.
			

			I went from from nobody knowing where I worked (at first), to being accused of having the best job in the world (once I’d left). As I transitioned out, my last business cards simply read: “Film Director at Large.” I loved those cards.
			

			My most memorable TED moments involved speakers: spending the night in a hotel room with a brain in a jar; riding in a helicopter to deliver laptops to kids liberated from terrorists; staging a rooftop sword fight between two actual knights – Sir Ken Robinson and Sir Richard Branson – since that’s what knights do; and chatting on the phone with actual, weightless astronauts (hurtling 200 miles above the Earth at 17,000 mph – because that's what THEY do) to remotely direct a shoot aboard the International Space Station.
			

			If you reload this page, you can shuffle through some of my favorites (because people often ask): Jill Bolte Taylor, Misha Glenny, Isabel Allende, Nina Tandon, among others...
			

                                                                                                                   
            
    
    



            
    
    



        

                                                                                                                   
              

            Backstage: a look inside TED Talks. Two looks.
			


              

        

						
     		 
   		 

    

  

  


  
 



  
    
      
      
        The Sand Storm

		9 min.

      

       
    
     
 

    
    



      

      
    
      

			
			Grounded sci-fi. Drama. A mysterious smuggler navigates a dystopian city where water is as scarce as honest communication...
			

			
			
			Acclaimed dissident artist Ai Weiwei acted in this film while still under house arrest in China.
			
			
			AI WEIWEI 艾未未   The Smuggler 
				
HU JIANING 胡珈宁   The Woman 
				
LI NING 李宁   The Man 
				
BAI YAO 白瑶   The Wife
				
			

			World Premiere: Telluride Film Festival.
			

			One of the most successful short films in Kickstarter history (and its most contentious).
			

                                                                                                                   
              

            
    
    



              

        

                                                                                                                   
              

            Behind the scenes: fundraising a secret sci-fi shoot in China.
			


              

        

        
						
     		 
     		 

    

  

  


  
 



  
    
      
      
        Mister Handsome

		14 min.

      

      
    
      
      

    
    



      

      
    
      

			
			Comedy. An anti-romcom about a mostly grown-up girl and an estranged friend from her past...
			

			
			
			Starring Heather Burns, Ajay Naidu, Beth Grant, Michael Chieffo, and Miles Fisher.
			

			“Creepy and hilarious” - The Atlantic
“First-class acting” - Cool Hunting			
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		8 min.

      

      
    
      
      

    
    



      

      
    
      

			
			A sword and salad epic. The story of Oedipus, in 8 minutes, performed by vegetables, in the tradition of Ben Hur... 
			

			
			
			35mm CinemaScope. Featuring a Potato, a Tomato, Broccoli, Garlic, and Billy Dee Williams as the Bartender.
			

			TRIVIA: Look closely, and you can watch the broccoli wilt under the studio lights.			

			The film took two years, a volunteer crew of over 100 people, more potatoes than I’d ever expected, and post-production resources donated by Industrial Light + Magic and Skywalker Sound. One of the first stop-motion films shot on a digital still camera (the technology was so new, Tim Burton’s Corpse Bride crew stopped by to study our setup). Official Selection: 80+ film festivals on nearly every continent, including Sundance (World Premiere), Seattle (the Audience Award), São Paulo, Rome, and Hong Kong, bringing back awards for animation, cinematography, and comedy.
			

                                                                                                                   
            
    
    



            
    
    




        

                                                                                                                   
              

            Behind the scenes: a shot-by-shot breakdown of “Oedipus.”
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			It was the ’90s. Blockbuster was everywhere, YouTube was a decade away, “Netflix and Chill” was unthinkable, your computer maybe came with a modem (or maybe not), and the only place to see smaller films was at a real-world festival...
			

			So I built a showcase for up-and-coming filmmakers, distanced by geography but not technology, to spotlight original movies made just for the web – live-action, animated, even interactive – because nothing like that existed yet, and constraints spark creativity. I couldn’t think of a name at first and kept asking my friends, “What do I call this NEW venue?”
			

			
			
			“New Venue is about what’s happening now” – RES Magazine (1999)
			

			“The New Venue advances the definition of what film on the Internet can be” – Apple.com (2000)
			
 
			The New Venue looked like a cardboard Pandora’s Box. It launched while I held down two jobs, assistant directing off-Broadway at night, working in Woody Allen's production office by day (back when it was an industry rite of passage to work for a suspected predator, and besides, I got fired). I was fresh out of college, struggling to make ends meet, and the day my online art house went live, the New York Times tracked me down – mad they didn’t get to break the story. I asked, “What story??”
			

			More reporters called – some came to my door – from ABC, BBC, CNN, NBC, ARTE, Variety, The Guardian, Le Monde, Der Spiegel, Kyodo News, Fortune, Spin, Newsweek – all asking about “new movies for a new medium.”
			

			By the time I was 26, my scrappy, solo side project beat Rolling Stone to win “Best Use of Video on the Internet” at SXSW, Apple asked me to partner, and I was invited all over the world to share my take on the future of film.
			

			In 2000, I spun off the first film festival for the Palm Pilot, which had recently been hacked to play “mobile movies” – silent, black and white, lasting only a few seconds. So, on a lark, we billed it as The Aggressively Boring Film Festival.
			

			But then, before I ever made a penny, the dot-com bubble burst, and, amid the collateral damage, I found out it’s rarely a matter of who gets there first. These days, Silicon Valley likes to say it’s cool to fail. Footnote: it’s not.
			
 
			I went from being called a visionary (back then, EVERYONE was a “visionary”) to being called an artist (a starving artist, the very worst kind), so I hit pause on this life to make Oedipus with vegetables, because, if I needed to, I could always eat my cast.
			

                                                                                                                   
             

            [image: takeout]
			

             

        

     		 

    

  

  

  
 



  
    
      
      
        What else...?

		UPDATED: 2019
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			YOU CAN download press (link above) – from The Hollywood Reporter, Los Angeles Times, New York Times, NPR, Wired...
			

			OR SKIP STRAIGHT TO my bio (tapclick here) – in which Jason Wishnow describes himself in the third person...
			

			
			
			
BIO:

			Jason Wishnow is the filmmaker who launched TED Talks, the Peabody Award winning video series watched over one billion times (even in outer space). 
			
 
			Wishnow works at the intersection of film and emerging technologies and has been called “no stranger to difficult shoots” (Wired UK, 2014), an “online-video virtuoso” (New York Times, 2009), the “enfant terrible of digital film” (The Guardian, 2000), and one of the ten most influential digital filmmakers of 1999 (RES Magazine). 
			
 
			Prior to joining TED, Wishnow founded one of the first film websites, The New Venue, in the mid-’90s, an entire decade before YouTube. In 2000, Wishnow organized the first handheld/mobile film festival, The Aggressively Boring Film Festival, named after the technical limitations of its time. 
			
 
			As a director, Wishnow’s award winning short films and videos have played on television (The Sundance Channel, MTV, Channel 4 UK), in museums (such as MoMA), and at over 100 film festivals worldwide (including Telluride, Sundance, Seattle, São Paulo, and Hong Kong) – Wishnow’s most recent is a controversial sci-fi film made in China: The Sand Storm (沙尘暴) starring acclaimed artist, Ai Weiwei.
			

			[image: CLASSIC filmmaker website pic]

			ALSO:

			I’ve slept out with Star Wars fans – staged zombie yoga flash mobs – gauged nuclear radioactivity – and flown off to Nigeria (to launch the country’s first tv news satire show, as seen in The New Yorker) – but lately I’ve mostly been working on (and looking for) comedy screenplays to make.
			

			So, in case you are wondering if I’m planning to direct more, the answer is: yes.
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        When... where...?

		(39 min.) (13 min.)

      

      
    
      

			
			Past speaking engagements include...
			

			...leading international film festivals (Sundance, SXSW, Tribeca, NYFF, Telluride, Tampere, Los Angeles, and RESFEST), ideas conferences (DLD, INK, Ignite, and TEDx events worldwide), schools (MIT, Stanford, UCLA, USC), and company events (Apple, Lucasfilm).
			

			FOR STALKERS AND COMPLETISTS – there’s more...
			

			
			
                                                                                                                   
            
    
    



            
    
    



        

                                                                                                                   
              

            My New York Film Festival keynote (#humblebrag) – and a TEDx thing (about the flipside of going viral).
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And don’t forget that thing I said, before, about contacting me.
			


[image: on twitter @thewishnow]        [image: on instagram @wishnow]        [image: jason wishnow on imdb]        [image: thewishnow on linkedin]
			

			 


     		 

    

  







 






































